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INTRODUCTION 

This is a guide originally written for a skills session at the University of Warwick on 20 November 

2012. It is designed to help historians navigate and make best use of Parliamentary material in their 

research, specifically the use of House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 

Aside from giving a brief introduction to the Parliamentary Papers Online database, this guide aims 

to explain: 

 the difference between Command Papers, House of Commons Papers, Bills and Acts; 

 how we can use other freely-available resources to complement our research; 

 broadly, how Parliament works so that we can understand where we should be looking 

when we cannot find something; 

 the range of information on offer about Parliamentary activity and how we can best use it. 

In writing the guide, I have made some key assumptions which may or may not apply to you. In 

doing so I have tried to toe the fine line between being too technical and too simplistic. I hope that I 

have struck that balance. In any case, I assume: 

 that you are familiar with using computer and internet databases for your research. 

Providing you know how to use your library’s web catalogue and Google, you should be fine! 

 that while you are broadly familiar with the structure of the UK Parliament but that the 

nuances of how it works are difficult to grasp. I make this assumption based on my own 

ignorance when I started my PhD. 

 that most of you reading this will be researching the period post-1900. Parliament hasn’t 

changed drastically over the years, and the structure of Victorian Parliament was similar to 

today’s Parliament. However, you will notice a very strong twentieth and twenty-first-

century bent in this document. 

The resources available through the House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online (HCPP -- 

http://parlipapers.chadwyck.co.uk/marketing/index.jsp) database are invaluable to historians 

studying policy and how policy has impacted upon the lives of the British people. However, the 

database can be quite cumbersome. Basic searches can produce thousands of results or none at all; 

and the various categories of publications can be difficult to trace. This guide aims to give you some 

of the knowledge which will make that process easier. 

Parliament and Government 
Parliament is not government. And vice-versa. The government is a collection of departments which 

administer the country. These are directed and led by ministers who are chosen by the Prime 

Minister on behalf of the Monarch. 

http://parlipapers.chadwyck.co.uk/marketing/index.jsp


Using House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online Gareth Millward – Nov 2012 

 [3] 

Parliament is the institution which holds the government to account. This means it is the place 

where legislation is debated and scrutinised. Ministers report to Parliament and are legally obliged 

to gain Parliament’s approval before enacting certain policies or creating legislation. 

Therefore, all Ministers participate in Parliament – but not all MPs and Peers are members of the 

government. 

HCPP contains the publications of Parliament. This includes minutes of parliamentary committees, 

command papers, select committees, bills and much more besides. So it will not include everything 

published by Her/His Majesty’s Stationery Office (H.M.S.O) or The Stationery Office (T.S.O.). But it 

will include a vast amount of material which will be invaluable to your research. 

Other Useful Materials 
At the end of this guide is a list of resources which you can use alongside HCPP to complement your 

research. However, the key tool I will repeatedly reference is Millbank Systems’ Hansard 

(http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/). HCPP contains historical Hansard debates for both the 

Commons and the Lords from 1803 to 2005; but the Millbank system is much easier to use, and is 

available to everyone regardless of whether or not they are logged into the University system. 

 

We will begin by looking at the basic search engine and layout of the database before looking more 

closely at how to make the most of the material on offer. 

http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/
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 SEARCHING FOR A DOCUMENT 

 

As with most databases, the Search screen allows you to look through the Parliamentary Papers for 

certain documents that might help you. The most common way is to type in some keywords and see 

what comes up. However, keyword searches are very broad, and will often turn up thousands of 

results. So we need to make sure we look in the right places. 

What follows is an example of how best to search for a specific document. It will show you the 

easiest ways to narrow down your search so that you can find things a little more easily. 

  

The Search page 

works like most 

search engines. 

The Keyword field 

looks through 

paper titles and 

text to find certain 

phrases. The other 

fields can be 

selected via a list 

to help narrow 

searches. 

 You can also Limit 

to specific types of 

document, which 

will be discussed 

later in this 

handout.  

Paper number can 

be very useful if 

you know exactly 

what you are 

looking for. 
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Narrowing your search 
For this example, I will attempt to look for the Beveridge Report. This was the result of an enquiry 

and published by H.M.S.O. as “Social Insurance and Allied Services”. 

If we type “Allied Personal and Social Services” into the Keyword box, we end up with 14,092 

records. Clearly, this is too many!  

 

We can help ourselves by sorting the results by Relevance. This will mean that the documents which 

contain the words “social”, “insurance”, “allied” and “services” the most amount times will appear at 

the top. However, the Beveridge Report still doesn’t appear on the first page. 

Let’s type it into the Paper Title field instead, then: 

 

Success! Only three results, and all of them relevant to Beveridge. 

Other options... 
As you can see by this entry, we could have narrowed our search. For instance, we can see: 

1. The Session is 1942-43. 

2. The Paper Number is Cmd. 6404. 

3.  And the Document Type is COMMAND PAPERS; REPORTS OF COMMISSIONERS. 

If we click on the title of the document, we can get more information: 

1 2 

3 
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Understanding search results 

 

This additional information can help us if we want to search for other documents that are similar – 

or, if we know this information before we search, we can make more accurate searches in the first 

place. 

1. The Title and Alternative Title are the best places to start. If you know what a document is 

actually called, you can very quickly narrow your search. The Alternative Title will often be 

the formal title or a name used in the database to include extra information. For instance, if 

we had searched for “William Beveridge” in the title search field, this result would have 

come up. This makes things easier as most of us know the document as the “Beveridge 

Report”, and not “Social Insurance and Allied Services”. 

2. Chair/Author can also be very helpful, as many enquiries end up being named after them in 

popular memory. For instance, the “Taylor Report” into the Hillsborough stadium disaster; 

the “Hutton Report” into the Iraq War; the “Warnock Report” into special needs education. 

The search page contains a quickly searchable list of committee chairs so you can easily 

choose a particular person to look for. 

2 

1 

3 

4 

5 
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3. The Subject categories are not formal entities. They have been added by the database 

provider. But they can be really useful in finding similar documents to ones you have 

already found.  

4. Most importantly of all Full Text will take you to the actual document. You can also access 

this from the results page.   

5. The download button does not download the actual document! This takes you to another 

page where you can download the citation. This can be provided as a file if you use citation 

software such as EndNote or Refworks – or as plain text to copy and paste into your word 

processor. It contains the document information – not the document text. 

The other information on the page may become useful to you as you get to know the website. The 

Volume and Microfiche numbers may, for instance, but useful to those of you who want to go and 

view the original documents in the Parliamentary archive. Depending on the way you choose to cite 

documents, they may also be important. 

You can also create an account on the site and save references into your own personal archive. This 

can be good if you are on a university computer and have no way of saving the files for yourself, or 

simply if you have a habit of losing references! 

Remember: the search engine can be frustrating at times! Often it will produce far more results 

than you could ever need. If you do not know exactly what you are looking for, it can sometimes be 

a pain. Later, we will look at ways of finding out this information in other places for certain 

documents. 

Next, we move onto how to use these results and actually use the documents.  
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DOCUMENT FULL TEXT 

 

When you click on Full Text you will be able to view the document online. Each page is saved as a 

separate image. You can browse through the document by clicking on the page numbers at the top 

of the screen. If you have searched for a particular phrase, any pages containing that search term 

will appear with a box around the number. This can help you to jump quickly to pages which 

mention certain people, places or events. 
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Downloading the full text of a document 
Do not click the “download” link you see on the image above! As mentioned previously, this links to 

the citation information. You need to scroll down the page to the bottom and click Download 

Document as PDF. You will then be able to choose which pages of the document you want to 

download. Click Generate PDF and the site will take a few moments to build the PDF file and allow 

you to download it. 

 

The files of these documents can be very large. This file, for instance, is 43.5MB. This may not be too 

much of a problem if you have a good internet connection – but it makes e-mailing files next to 

impossible. 

At the bottom of the Full Text page you can also Search within this document. This can be useful if 

you are looking for certain key words within a document you know is relevant to your subject. It is 

also important because the PDF files are a collection of images – not real text. This is fine for 

reading and printing, but it means you will not be able to search through the PDF manually. If you 

want to look for specific phrases or words, you have to do this on the website itself. 

However, despite these limitations, it is liberating to be able to read so many historical documents 

without needing to travel down to the British Library! 
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ADVANCED SEARCHING 

Searching for documents is easier if you know the sort of document you are looking for. The 

following information is designed to help you quickly understand what Parliament publishes and 

how it publishes it. 

 

This list appears on the main search page. We will look most closely at the first three document 

types, as these will probably be the ones that you will come across most regularly. These are House 

of Commons Papers, Command Papers, and Bills. As part of this, I will reference Reports of 

Committees, although these have most relevance with regard to Bills and House of Commons 

Papers. 

House of Commons Papers 
Parliament produces a number of reports through the course of the year. These are produced from 

within the institution of Parliament itself. This can include the minutes and reports of Select 

Committees or reviews of current policies. 

Select Committees are organised by Parliament to scrutinise legislation. They will include backbench 

MPs – i.e. non-ministers – from a range of parties with an interest in the subject. For instance, the 

Health Committee (http://www.parliament.uk/healthcom) charges itself with investigating any 

political issues surrounding health. Historically these committees have changed names many times, 

but often there will be a corresponding committee to the Government department. 

Before the 1980s, these committees met less frequently than today, often coming together when a 

particular issue was thought in need of addressing. You may find you need to also search for Reports 

of Committees when searching. 

Most modern House of Commons Papers start with the code HC. Earlier papers will have a volume 

code. If you notice any publications from H.M.S.O. with an HC code, chances are you will find them 

in this database as House of Commons Papers. 

http://www.parliament.uk/healthcom
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It is important to stress that these papers are produced by Parliament and not by Government. This 

means that they are generated not by individual departments such as the Ministry of Health or the 

Foreign Office; they are created by Parliamentary bodies which scrutinise the work of Government. 

As such they can be a good insight into the debates surrounding policy decisions and finding out how 

recent legislation has been received. 

Command Papers 
Command Papers are so-called because they are presented to Parliament by Royal Command. That 

is to say, as part of the function of Government, departments are compelled to report to Parliament 

on what they are doing and what they intend to do in the future. 

Not all government publications are command papers, which means that you will not find an 

exhaustive list of H.M.S.O. or T.S.O. publications in this database. But you will find a good number of 

reports and enquiries which may be of benefit to you. 

Command papers change their notation every couple of decades, but for the post-war period they 

will contain the code Cmd., Cmnd., or Cm. Most government reports will contain this code, and it is 

the main way of citing them in books and journal articles. Therefore, if you notice a reference to a 

Command Paper, check this database before you look anywhere else. You’ll have noticed, of course, 

that the Beveridge Report was a Command Paper, with reference Cmd. 6404. 

Common Command Paper types include White and Green Papers. These can be incredibly useful if 

you are looking a legislative changes and attempts to reform the law. Green Papers usually set out 

an issue and how the government might tackle it. These often invite responses from the public. 

White Papers tend to set out what the government intends to do with this information. 

(http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/82326.stm ) 

Similarly, many Acts will contain clauses compelling the Government to write a report to Parliament 

on how the Act is progressing. These too will be presented as Command Papers. Government public 

inquiries will very often be published as Command Papers, although internal ones may not. 

Bills 
While a piece of legislation is going through Parliament, it is a Bill. Once it receives the Royal Assent, 

it becomes an Act. This may be secondary school level stuff, but it’s important to stress! Bills are 

excellent pieces of literature because they show as much of what didn’t become law as what did.  

If the Bill became and Act... 

Many of the most recent Acts of Parliament are available through Legislation.gov.uk 

(http://www.legislation.gov.uk/) although not all. If you know of a particular Act through this 

website or because you have seen it referenced in other literature, you can go back and find the Bills 

from which it came. 

You can search for the title of the Act, replacing Act with Bill. This is known as the “short title” and is 

the one quoted in Hansard and in general literature. So, for example, the Mental Health Act started 

off as the Mental Health Bill. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/82326.stm
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/
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If the Bill was lost... 

The most common way of finding Bills is when they are referenced in contemporary campaign 

material or in Hansard. The Millbank Systems online version of Hansard contains a list of every Bill 

mentioned in the database. This can be a good place to look for particular phrases or to see the 

many incarnations of certain attempts to legislate. (http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/bills/) 

 

As before, a quick search of the title will usually find the Bill you are looking for. Be aware of the year 

and session in which the Bill was introduced, as this can help you narrow your search. Mental Health 

Bill, for example, will produce many results over a long time span. 

Warning! 

The database contains every version of a Bill as it goes through the Houses of Parliament. This is 

important, as amendments are made along the way. You will typically have Bills printed many times 

as amendments are made. 

You should check how a Bill passed through Parliament before attaching too much importance to 

it. Many Bills get absolutely nowhere. Always check in Hansard to see the debates and how the Bill 

was introduced. A Bill presented by a backbencher which was never debated will still be printed and 

put into the database. 

How a Bill becomes an Act 

In order to fully use the Bills, it is important to understand both: 

 The stages through which a Bill passes through Parliament; and 

 The ways in which a Bill can be introduced. 

I will go right back to basics in this section. I do so because I had to do it myself in order to fully grasp 

the way in which the database works. Although I’m sure most of us know the basics of the 

Parliamentary system, the little nuances make a difference. Understanding them can help avoid 

http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/bills/
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mistakes and help you search for exactly what information you need. What follows is a description 

of how a Bill which originated in the House of Commons passes through Parliament. 

First Reading 

When a Bill is introduced it receives its First Reading. This will be noted in Hansard, usually 

mentioning the MP presenting the Bill and the Bill’s sponsors. This can be useful if you want to know 

which individuals had a specific interest in certain political areas. 

There are, however, different ways of introducing a Bill at First Reading, and each will affect the 

course the Bill takes. They also ascribe a different political significance to the Bill, and greatly affect 

the likelihood of the Bill becoming Law. 

 Government Bills: the government has control over debating time in the chamber. 

Therefore it can decide how much or how little each Bill can be debated. Government 

sponsored Bills can be introduced at any time, but will usually come in the early part of the 

Parliamentary session. The sponsor will usually be the most senior minister in the 

department the Bill directly affects. There will usually be no debate at First Reading, but the 

debate at Second Reading can come as quickly as the next day. 

 Private Members’ Bills by Ballot: each session, MPs are invited to enter their name into a 

ballot. A number of names are chosen, and the chosen MPs are allowed to introduce a Bill. 

This can be of their own design or they can offer to let the government use their slot to 

introduce a more minor piece of legislation for which they did not have time in the schedule. 

In more recent times, these Bills have been drafted by voluntary organisations who then 

lobby the MPs with a ballot to introduce their Bill. The second reading debate will come on a 

designated Friday morning later in the year. Because time is limited (and because few MPs 

stay in London on a Friday), only the top three or four Bills (they are given priority in the 

order their sponsor came out of the ballot) stand any realistic chance of becoming law – and 

even then, the government can crush any undesirable Bills very easily. 

 Private Members’ Bills by Ten Minute Rule: some Bills are introduced during the course of 

the session by MPs with a particular concern. They can apply to the speaker to give a ten-

minute speech on a particular topic, at the end of which they will introduce a Bill to the 

House. There is no debate as such, but the reasons for the Bill will be articulated in the 

speech. These Bills seldom go anywhere, but they are an opportunity to raise an important 

issue, and perhaps one of embarrassment to the government, forcing a debate on the 

matter. If the Government feels that the Bill is worth pursuing, it may allocate time for the 

Bill to get through Parliament. A good many, however, never receive a Second Reading. 

All Bills introduced at this stage will be in the database. They will be presented under the long title, 

and will make no reference to any amendments. They will also include a Bill number (see orange box 

below). 
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This is useful when searching through Hansard, or when trying to find a specific Bill from a Hansard 

reference. When we look at the reference for the introduction of this Bill, we see: 

 

Second Reading 

At Second Reading there is a Parliamentary debate on the Bill. The Bill’s sponsor will start the debate 

by explaining the clauses and recommend it to the House. At the end of the debate, the House will 

vote on whether it should be accepted and passed onto committee; or whether it should be rejected 

and killed off. This is where the best debates can be found in Hansard on Bills, and are a valuable 

historical resource in their own right. 

Government Bills are debated when most MPs are present, and will therefore get most attention. 

Quite often the most senior ministers wills debate, and the main view points of the major parties are 

officially aired. The government almost always wins. If they do not, this means MPs from the 

governing party rebelled against the Government, and this can be an indication that the Government 

is about to fall. 

For Private Members’ Bills, however, three things can happen. First, the issue can be of great 

importance and turnout is high. In this case, the vote is taken just as any other, although often the 

Government can mobilise its MPs to vote against the Bill and kill it off. It is standard practice at 

Second Reading to allow MPs to vote with their conscience, as there are plenty of other 

opportunities to amend or kill a Private Member’s Bill. But this is not always the case. 

Second, not enough MPs turn up to make “quorum”. In this case, any vote is invalid. The only way a 

Bill can pass in these circumstances is if the Bill is unopposed. If even one MP votes “nay”, the Bill 

will be lost. In today’s chamber, 40 MPs, including the speaker, have to vote.  

Third, the Government can “object” to the debate happening at all. If the allotted time for debating 

Private Members’ Bills has overrun, the Government has no obligation to allow a debate to continue. 
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An MP, almost always unnamed, will shout “object” and the Bill debate will be postponed until 

another day. For Bills low down the running order, they can be postponed indefinitely and never 

have the chance to be debated. Hansard will record both the shouting of “object” and the proposed 

date for the next debate. 

Committee Stage 

If the Bill survives, it goes into Committee. The database contains the record of Bill committees up 

to 1979 under Reports of Committees. These show the MPs on the committee (again, useful for 

seeing which MPs are interested in particular fields), the text and the votes on each amendments. 

They do not record the debates. It is worth noting which MPs propose which amendments. Often 

voluntary organisations and other interested bodies will feed amendments to MPs to see if they can 

get them into the Bill. This is not recorded in the report, but you may find references from other 

historical sources. 

A new Bill will be printed after Committee Stage. This will usually be included in the Database as a 

new bill, with the words “[as amended by standing committee X]” included before the long title. 

If the Committee completes its work before the end of the Parliamentary session, the newly 

amended Bill is sent back to the Commons for its Third Reading. 

Third Reading 

Another debate is had in the House, although of a more technocratic nature. MPs debate specific 

clauses and amendments rather than the merits and demerits of the Bill itself. Again, time is a 

critical factor. 

Government Bills are afforded enough time for all amendments to be proposed. The government 

usually has enough members to call a vote and reject unwanted amendments and so keep the 

debate on track. Private Members’ Bills, however, can be “talked out”. The government can 

deliberately send MPs in to make multiple amendments, taking up so much time that the Bill will be 

lost. The Opposition rarely if ever has enough MPs to be able to stop them. 

If Third Reading is a success, the Bill is passed on to the House of Lords. 

The House of Lords 

Debates in the Lords over Bills are usually similar to the Commons’ Third Reading in that they are 

technical readings and critiques of the legislation. They make amendments in order to make the Bill 

more legally acceptable. It can be an opportunity for allies and enemies of the Bill to sneak in new 

amendments and therefore make the Bill more palatable. Voluntary organisations and lobby groups, 

for example, usually have allies in the Lords who will propose changes. 

The Government does not have a “majority” in the Lords in the same way as it (usually) does in the 

Commons, so many views are aired. However, as the Lords is not elected and the peers are often 

legal experts, the debates can be quite dry. Despite this, they can be useful resources in their own 

right. 

The Lords Amendments will also usually be printed in the database. Combined with the other 

versions of the Bill, this can be useful for tracking the way in which legislation changes from its 

original form to the eventual Act. 
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Back to the Commons... 

Once the Lords are happy with the Bill, they will send it back to the Commons. MPs can then make 

more amendments before sending it back to the Lords – or they can accept it as is and send it to the 

Monarch for Royal Assent.  

If the Bill does receive Royal Assent, it will be mentioned in the Hansard record of both the 

Commons and the Lords. 

Bills after 1979 may take on a slightly different form in the database. The database has no records 

for committees after 1979. Many Bills after 1979 will only be included in the original form. For 

example, a search for “National Assistance”, Bills only, for session 1947-48 returns: 

 

A similar set of results comes up for “Disabled Persons”, bills only, 1985-86. However, “Mental 

Health”, bills only, session 1982-83 produces only the original Bill. It is best, therefore, to use the 

Bills in this database alongside Hansard and other historical sources in order to fully track the 

passage of important legislation. 
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Browsing Material 
You can also browse through the material on offer in the database by choosing “BROWSE” from the 

menu at the top of the page. 

 

As this image shows, documents are only split by type from 1979-80 onwards. This can make 

browsing through the material a little confusing and daunting for earlier records; but may give you 

the chance to spot documents you might have otherwise missed. 

 

 

 

This is why session numbers can be important for finding information. Again, as the image 

explained, most Parliamentary sessions are around 12 months from October or November, the State 

Opening of Parliament. There are exceptions. In recent times notably  

 1974 – there were two General Elections in 1974, leading to sessions for 1973-74, 1974 and 

1974-75. 

 2010 – Parliament decided to run for 18 months from mid-2010 to mid-2012 after the 

General Election. 
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OTHER RESOURCES 

How Parliament Works by Robert Rogers and Rhodri Walters (Longman, 

2006) 
This is a guide used by Parliamentary staff on the procedures and various nuances of Parliament 

today. Although most of it is designed as a guide for contemporary researchers and staff, much of 

what goes on today is relevant to the near-past. It serves as a decent introduction. 

The University of Warwick library has past editions on the shelves and in the External Store. 

Millbank Systems’ Hansard 
(http://hansard.millbanksystems.com) 

An invaluable resource for historians, and should be used in conjunction with official documents. 

Many major reports are debated in the Commons and/or the Lords, as well as legislation. The 

relationship between Hansard and the official documents is important for researchers. Very often 

you will be able to cross reference documents found in Hansard with those in HCPP and vice versa. 

The Parliament website provides an up-to-date Hansard record on a 24-hour delay. Or you can 

watch proceedings live through the video player. 

Legislation.gov.uk 
(http://www.legislation.gov.uk/) 

All Acts after 1988 are available through this database. Many are available for the twentieth century, 

but there are notable (and often frustrating!) gaps in coverage. It also includes some minor 

legislation and regulations, such as Statutory Instruments and the decisions of the devolved 

governments. It even includes Acts from the now-defunct Parliament of England. The earliest record 

in the database is from 1267. 

The database will allow you to view records online or download them as PDF files. You can also 

choose to read the Act as it currently pertains to the law or how it was amended by later legislation. 

Be careful when downloading that you choose the correct version for your purposes. 

Bodleian Library Guide to House of Commons Parliamentary Papers 
(http://ox.libguides.com/content.php?pid=269635&sid=2240500) 

A very quick résumé on how to use the database, covering the basics on how to use the search 

engine and cite Parliamentary records. 

British Library Guide to Official Publications 
(http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/offpubs/ukofficalpub/parlpapers/parliamentpapers.pdf) 

The Social Sciences Collection at BL has a guide to the types of papers Parliament produces and how 

to find and use them at the Library. This can be useful if, for whatever reason, you cannot find what 

you are looking for in the HCPP database. 

http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/
http://ox.libguides.com/content.php?pid=269635&sid=2240500
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/offpubs/ukofficalpub/parlpapers/parliamentpapers.pdf
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Other Full Text Official Documents and Parliamentary Departments 
For those researching more contemporary subjects, many official documents are now available on-

line for the general public.  

Official-Documents.gov.uk 

(http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/) 

All Command Papers, House of Commons Papers and select governmental reports are available 

online from 2005 onwards. This site also allows you to search for earlier papers, helping you to find 

publications which might be available either through HCPP or through your local library. 

National Audit Office Archive 

(http://www.nao.org.uk/publications/archive.aspx) 

Full text versions of NAO publications are available post-1999 via the website, and details of other 

documents are available through the “archive” page. Many of these are House of Commons Papers 

(HC) and so will be accessible through HCPP. 

House of Commons Library, House of Lords Library and the Parliamentary Office of 

Science and Technology 

(http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/research/briefing-papers/) 

The two libraries and POST provide briefings to Parliamentarians designed to inform them on policy 

matters. The Commons will comment on legislation passing through Parliament to inform MPs and 

their staff so that they are able to quickly digest the main policy arguments. POST is more general, 

choosing topics of interest rather than necessarily topics that are the subject of live Bills. All can be 

very useful in sketching out the basic “pros” and “cons” of legislative proposals as well as 

alternatives that were considered but were rejected by the government. The earliest publications 

date back to 1991, with the bulk of material coming after the mid-1990s. These are excellent 

resources for contemporary historians. 

Select Committees 

(http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/) 

Finally, a note on the Select Committees. Post-2005 reports and evidence collected by the 

Committees are available through the relevant webpages.  

University of Warwick, Floor 4 

Floor 4 of the library holds a number of official publications, including official statistics, reports from 

government departments, and hard copies of Hansard, House of Commons and Command Papers. 

You can use the library catalogue to search for specific publications, or you can browse through the 

shelves. 

http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/
http://www.nao.org.uk/publications/archive.aspx
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/research/briefing-papers/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/

